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On Canadian food: “Mamma
mia, when we saw this bread
when we got here, we said, ‘How
arewegoing to live?’ ”
“I went to the store and I asked

for bread and the woman handed
me this POM-a, thisWeston.And
I toldher, ‘This isn’t bread – this is
for sickpeople.’ ”

Onworking: “When youmet peo-
ple theywouldn’t say, ‘Hi, howare
you?’ They would say, ‘Are you
working? How much are you
making? Is therea job forme?’ ”

Ondiversityandshifting identi-
ty: “When I got here, I saw all
races – Calabrese, Campobass-
ano, Siciliana, Napoletana…but
theyall spoke Italian.”
“In this house, the smell is Ital-

ian, but themoney isCanadian.”

On pollution of all sorts: “I used
to spit black, more than black. It
took me 10 years to clean my sys-
tem.”
South of the Lachine Canal

and east of IrwinAve., therewas
a field where waste water from
several localmills used to collect
in rancidpools.
“Thiswaterwas green andyel-

low and there was steam coming
out of it, so the boys used to call
it the ‘hot waters,’ ” Joyce Pil-
larella says.
“When it was somebody’s

birthday, they would take him
and throwhim in the hotwaters.
I remember I used to come here
and the boys would throw these
deformed frogs at us to scare the
girls. Now I knowwhy theywere
deformed – because all this land
wascontaminated.”
On Oct. 13, 1966, there was an

explosion at theMonsanto plant
in LaSalle. Eleven people were
killed.
“When the Monsanto plant

blew up, the guys at Dosco didn’t
even hear the explosion – that’s
how loud itwas in theplant.”

On tomatoes: “I had a nice gar-
den back there but then they took
it away from me to build Car-
refourAngrignon.”
Before the Carrefour Angrig-

non mall was built on Newman
Blvd., people in Ville Émard
used the area west of Dosco,
Monsanto and LaSalle Coke as
their ownbackyard.
“There were gardens next to

this industrial land,” Pillarella
says.
“I would say, ‘Weren’t you

afraid of the pollution?’ and
they’d say, ‘Oh, we had tomatoes
(big) like this – You should have
seen the vegetables we had! ‘So
basically a whole generation, we

all grew up on this produce that
was fromall aroundhere.
“This was all woods. I remem-

ber going into the woods. …
They used to go hunting. They
would come and shoot rabbits
and stuff. … It was an amazing
playground.”

On suburbia: “The day after I
bought a house, it felt like I was
bornhere.”
For Italian immigrants, Pil-

larella says, the first order of
business was getting a house,
with the majority of newcomers
buying a house within five years
of their arrival inCanada.
Eventually, the second wave of

Italian immigrants and their
Canadian-born children drifted
away to newduplexes in LaSalle,
which had the advantage of
large basements and bigger
yards.
“But the Italians who still live

here really appreciate it,” Pil-
larella says.
“It’s one of those old neigh-

bourhoods where you can walk
to church and Jean Coutu …
When you are older, it’s a much
easier neighbourhood to live in
thanLaSalle.
“Even if somebodycan’tmove,

they can sit on their balcony and
there is always going to be some-
onewho is going towalkby.”

OnDilallo burgers and banking:
“This family was amazing. Peo-
pleused to go there insteadof go-
ing to the banks. They would go
and cash their cheques there at
Mr. Dilallo’s because they trust-
ed him and they had never been
toabankbefore,”Pillarella says.
“He’d make his 25 cents or

whatever but he would have a
cup of coffeewith themand they
felt more comfortable because
banks were foreign to them …
These people did so much in the
neighbourhood.”

On temporary pets: “English
peoplewould have cats and dogs.
We would have goats and chick-
ens. But our animals ended up
gettingeaten,”Pillarella says.
“Other kids would have nor-

mal pets. Ours would be tied in
basements and backyards or
locked inbathrooms.
“And then you would have a

family member saying, ‘Okay,
it’s time.’ And then your pet
would get killed and your pet
would end up on your plate. And
youwouldbeeatingyourpet.
“It was normal to be eating a

pet or to be walking down the
lane walking a goat. Around
Easter, everyone had a pet lamb,
but at Easter that lambwould be
goneandyou’dbe crying.”

pcurran@
thegazette.canwest.com

Behind theTanks:
Voices FromVille
Émardwill take place
Sunday at 2 p.m. at
St. John Bosco Church
hall, 2510 Springland
St. Admission is free,
but space is limited,
so tickets are required.
To reserve, call
(514) 893-0110.

Newcomers had no taste
for Canadian-style bread
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INSIDETODAY’S GAZETTE
BUSINESS
$276-million deal for Bombardier
Bombardier Inc.’s rail division sells 58 loco-
motives toGerman rolling-stock leasing
firmRailpool,which seeks to take advan-
tage of Europe’s increasingly privatized
rail industry.Details, PageB3

ARTS&LIFE
When opera meets country
GarnetRogers’swarmbaritone voice,
lyrical guitar picking anddeeply resonant
songshelpmakehima top roots-based
singer-songwriter. Details, PageD1
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Israeli policemen look for clues around a car that
slammed intoagroupof Israeli soldiers.

Palestinian rams soldiers
in west Jerusalem
About a dozen Israeli soldierswere
injured – twoof themseriously – by a
Palestinianwho rammedhis car into them
onawest Jerusalemstreet late yesterday
andwas then shot andkilled.
Details, PageA21

Ragweed warning
Montreal’s public health agency says chil-
drenwho live inneighbourhoodswith
high concentrations of ragweed get sick
more often than thosewho live in areas
where the plant is rare.Details, PageA6

Food for thought, trial told
Ex-privacy commissionerGeorgeRadwan-
ski took expensive luncheswithhis staff
because theywerenecessary tohiswork-
ing style andhenever dreamed they con-
travened the government’s hospitality pol-
icy, the court is told.Details, PageA16

■ TODAY’S COLUMNISTS

“In California, stoned is the
newnormal, it seems.”
CAMILLI, ARTS,D9

JAYBRYANonU.S. banks

Market shakeuphails a neweconomic age. BUSINESS, B1
STEPHANIEMYLESonGabrielaDabrowski

Talent doesn’t count formuchwithoutmoney. SPORTS, C3

SPORTS
Ryder happy with Bruins
MichaelRyderhas 12million reasons to
feel good, one for eachdollar he’ll be paid
thenext three seasons as amember of the
Bruins. Ryder signed a free-agent contract
withBoston onJuly 1.Details, PageC1

Grabovski has big skates to fill
MikhailGrabovski,whom theMapleLeafs
acquired from theCanadiens, has been
chosen tofillMats Sundin’s shoes sand-
wichedbetweenAlexei Ponikarovsky and
NikAntropov.Details, PageC2

Across the nation:Montreal Gazette,
National Post,OttawaCitizen,Windsor Star,
Regina Leader-Post, SaskatoonStarPhoenix,
CalgaryHerald, Edmonton Journal, Vancouver
Sun,Vancouver Province, Victoria TimesColonist
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BREAKING NEWS ■ This evening:Get updates from theCanadiens as they face
theBostonBruins inRoberval at hhaabbssiinnssiiddeeoouutt..ccoomm

■ Share your news:Go tomontrealgazette.com to send us news tips, photos and video

ELECTION VIDEO PODCAST
JoinGazettepolitical reporterPhilipAuthier
andcolumnistDonMacphersonas they
evaluatehowthepartiesandtheir leadersare
doingso far in theirbattle forQuebec’s rural
ridingsbefore theOct. 14 federal election.
Plus readbreakingnews,ourblogandmore
atmmoonnttrreeaallggaazzeettttee..ccoomm//ddeecciissiioonnccaannaaddaa

VIDEO: SOCCER FANS LET LOOSE
WatchPhilCarpenter’svideo
of Impactsupportersgoing
wildduringa recentgame.

GALLERY:CAR-FREEDAY
Seephotos fromyesterday’s
InTownWithoutMyCar
activitiesdowntown.

EDIEAUSTIN
Findoutwho
wonthe John
Glassco trans-
lationprizeon

ourbrandnew literaryblog
Narratives.

STEPHANIEMYLES
Seeavideoof
tennisstar
Yung-JanChan
servingup fried

chicken inaTV commercial at
OpenCourt.

BRENDANKELLY
Readwhyhe’s
sooffendedata
French-language
videoblasting

thegovernmentover cuts to
artsandculture fundingat
ShowBizChezNous.
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SEE
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NEW

SHARE
YOUR
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AREMTA FARESJUST?
Doyouagreewith
theMTA’sproposed
fourper centhike in
fares for commuter
train travel?

YOURDECISION2008
Fromtheeconomy
tohealthcare to the
environment:What
issuedoyouhope
party leaderswill ad-
dressduring this
weekof theelection
campaign?

BIXIORNIXI?
Whatdoyouthinkof
Montreal’snewbike
rentalprogram?

montrealgazette.com/
soundoff

VIDEOS, SLIDESHOWSANDMORE FROMTHEGAZETTE’SBLOGGERS

ALLDAY, EVERYDAY
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Your Personal Jeweller

1356 GREENE AVE WESTMOUNT, QC
514-937-4500 www.spdiament.com

S.P. Diament

Known for our attention to
design, craftsmanship and quality,
S.P. Diament Jewels invites you
to bring in existing jewelry and
have it transformed into an

exquisite one of a kind piece.

Work with our experienced
designers and jewellers and turn

your dated jewelry into an
S. P. Diament masterpiece.


